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Abstract: 
The purpose of this paper is to advance a working knowledge of the Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDG’s) through Biophilic Peace. I chose the 4th Sustainable Development Goal entitled 
Quality Education and the 13th goal of Climate action in order to help solidify our understanding 
of the natural world. There are three elements to this paper. The first is the shifting perceptions 
of climate change. The second is the dependence of third spaces through serene urbanism and 
the third one is through advancing the knowledge surrounding the intrinsic value of non-human 
beings. I interviewed four participants from the United Kingdom which is the main case study 
for my research. This is because the UK was the first country to industrialise and mine fossil 
fuels which is having a direct impact on climate change around the world. The results of my 
findings were that firstly, third spaces would be useful if they could be interwoven into the school 
curriculum. Secondary, that human beings possess an innate connection to non-human beings 
and the natural world. This planet is not just for us, but it should be shared and respected 
between different species.  
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1: Introduction  
  
For just a moment, I want to draw your attention to the portrait below. Painted in 1504 
by Hieronymus Bosch. This work of art is entitled ‘The Garden of Earthly Delights’. 1  
 
 
This painting depicts the garden of Eden and is referenced in the documentary ‘Before the 
Flood’ presented by Leonardo Di Caprio (2015). Contained in the first painting (left) is the idea of 
a garden that is plentiful, thriving and in balance between humanity and nature. The second 
painting (middle), shows the temptations of life beginning to weave their way into the garden. The 
final painting (right), shows a garden that has become overwhelmed with chaos, inter-specicies 
fighting and death.  
 
The reason why I have included this artwork is because it represents one facet of 
humankind’s nature to gradually dominate nature and use it as a means to an end. The prospect 
of climate change is not a recent phenomenon, as it has been around for centuries. As Leonardo Di 
Caprio says in the documentary Before the Flood (2015) “now think about the shame that each of 
us will carry, when our child and grandchildren look back and realise that we had the means of 
stopping this devastation; but simply lacked the political will to do so.” 2 I wholeheartedly follow 
 
1 http://www.ballpapers.com/wallpaper/the-garden-of-earthly-delights-9205/.   
2 Stevens. F, (2016), ‘Before the Flood’, published by Appian Way Productions and RatPace Dune 
Entertainment, 1 hr 36 minutes.   
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this sentiment and the urgent need to take action. No matter how many small steps are taken 
towards combating this climate emergency, it is okay. These small steps will one day equal leaps 
and bounds.  
 My research interests and my desire to study International Peace Studies arose from this 
same sense of urgency. I want to contribute back to a world where future generations can thrive. 
I want to help in putting out the fires that thrive as a result of climate change. Alining with this 
ideal, my research question therefore asks the following: ‘How can third places that teach on 
biophilic peace with a specific focus on non-human beings, advance a working knowledge towards 
the Sustainable Development Goals number 4 and 13?’ Now that I have introduced my reasons for 
this research, I will move onto the literature review that is comprised of four integral themes that 
pave the way for the foundation for my research.  
 
2: Review of Literature  
My research is comprised of four themes. The first theme is centred on Biophilic Peace 
which is based on the idea that we are all equal and every non-human being is equal to us. My 
second theme looks to construct a definition of non-human beings. This includes our moral duties 
to them, why they suffer at our hands and the idea of an ethical connection between the land and 
community. Tied in with this is the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) number four and 
thirteen. I have included these two goals because quality education should be essential for all while 
thirteen investigates action being taken regarding climate change. My third theme is derived from 
the concept of ‘third places’ from Ray Oldenburg’s ‘The Great Good Place’ (1989), which focuses on 
third places (the first place is the home and the second is work), which is where the community 
goes to engage with the other members of the same community. The aim of a third place is to foster 
a greater connection between people. What I want to tie in with this is the idea of Serene Urbanism 
and biophilic design, which can aid in fostering the natural community within the urban 
community. My fourth theme is looking into the current policies of climate change in the United 
Kingdom.  
My first theme analyses Biophilic Peace. Edward O. Wilson in his book ‘Biophilia’ (1984), 
states that the innate tendency of biophilia that is inherent in every human being is to focus on 
the processes that entitle life in all of its facets to thrive. Due to the range of diversity in species 
that flourished on Earth, many existing before humankind, led to humanity evolving as part of 
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this diversity. From Wilson’s perspective, not conquering nature for humanities sake is hard but 
not impossible to fulfil. Wilson refers to Leo Marx, a historian who describes the threat that is 
presented to nature reserves. This threat is the ‘Machine in the Garden’ 3. This is referring to the 
environment being a refuge for the human spirit. However, we as human beings cannot live within 
this garden of Eden without the machine that destroys it. The human mind has evolved within 
cultures, learning how to use tools thereby improving the genetics of future generations. Because 
of this, it has left humanity suspended between the natural (forest) and the machine (city), seeking 
an equilibrium that does not balance out. 4  
 
The second theme of my research is focused on the intrinsic value of non-human beings. I 
begin by introducing the reader to a definition of what a non-human being is in the article by Dion 
5 (2000). I follow with Immanuel Kant’s work entitled ‘Duties to Animals’,6 which focuses on the 
idea that humanity has moral duties towards animals. The third reading by Jeremey Bentham is 
looking at the question of not ‘can they reason’ as non-human beings but ‘Can they suffer?’ 7. 
 
The fourth reading is entitled ‘Ecocentrism: The Land Ethic’ 8 by Aldo Leopold (1949), the 
author stresses our relationship to the natural world through the concept of the community. The 
final reference that I have brought in is the documentary ‘Terra’ 9 (2015), which looks at our 




3 Wilson. E, (1984), ‘Biophilia’, published by Harvard University Press, chapter one, page 1-20.  
4 Wilson. E, (1984), page 21.  
5 Dion. M, (2000), ‘The Moral Status of Non-Human Beings and their Eco Systems’, published by Routledge, 
pages 1-10.  
6 Kant. I, (1930, 1963), ‘Duties Towards Animals and Spirits’, published by Methuen & Co, pages 1-5. 
7 Bentham. J, (1790), ‘Can They Suffer’, published by Lapham’s Quarterly, 
http://www.laphamsquartley.org/animals/can-they-suffer.   
8 Leopold. A, (1949), ‘Ecocentrism: The Land Ethic’, published by Oxford University Press, pages 215-222. 
9 Bertrand. Y, Pitiot. M, (2015), ‘Terra’, produced by CALT Productions and HOPE Productions, 1 hr and 38 
minutes.  
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The first article by Dion introduces the idea of Intrinsic value. This type of value has the 
implication that a value is essential within the nature of a given being without any added 
considerations. For this author, there are varying levels of values and rights regarding non-human 
beings and their physical environment. When it is not possible to safeguard the interests of each 
non-human being, then it is important to have a moral consideration towards beings who hold 
something close towards self-consciousness. There are two principles to consider when identifying 
the intrinsic value of a species. The first principle to take into consideration is their basic 
characteristics. The second is the role of the non-human being within their eco-system. Dion states 
that the biophilic being bears in mind that the self-accomplishment of every being has intrinsic 
value. Dion states that human beings do not have the right to reduce this value and diversity other 
than to satisfy their needs. Here the author refers to ‘Speciesism’ 10 which is discrimination aimed 
at certain non-human beings.   
 
The second reading by Kant introduces the reader to the idea that there are beings that 
are both above and below us. But what about animals? Kant states we have no direct duties to 
animals as they do not hold consciousness and are simply a means to our end. While the nature of 
animals is similar to humans, by doing our duties to animals we indirectly fulfil our duty towards 
humanity. A human being can be judged through the way they treat animals which is why it is 
important to be humane to animals.  
 
The third reading by Bentham begins by asking the question ‘Is animal a man?’ Bentham 
begins by sharing with the reader that in Hinduism and Islam, the interest in the creation of 
animals has been met with more attention here than universally. Animals do not have the same 
anticipations of the future that human beings have. The death they suffer at our hands is quicker 
than in the wild. One day may be upon us when animals will acquire the same rights as human 
beings, but the hand of tyranny stops it. One day, the number of legs and the surface of the skin is 
not reason enough for abandoning a sensitive being to their fate. The question is not ‘Can they 
reason?’ but ‘Can they suffer?’  
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From the final reading by Leopold. I want to pull out Leopold’s concept of a community in 
relation to land ethics. The author states that all forms of ethics rest on the individual being a 
member of a community. The instincts of humanity tell them that they need to compete for a place 
within this community. But the ethical part tells them they need to cooperate. Here is where the 
land ethics comes in. A land ethics merely enlarges the margins of the community so that other 
beings such as soil, trees, non-human beings are included. Leopold questions what parts of the 
land and home is it that we love. It is not the soil or the non-human beings. What a land ethic 
cannot do is to withhold the alteration and use of these resources. However, what a land ethic can 
do is to reaffirm these beings’ rights to a continuation of their existence. A land ethic switch’s the 
role of humanity from tyrant to a member of the community who respects all. Humanity does not 
need to dominate all. According to Leopold this is self-defeating. Humanity cannot decide what is 
important because humanity will never be able to decide this.   
 
The final reading that I will talk about is the documentary entitled ‘Terra’. I have chosen 
this documentary because it serves as the visual basis for encompassing the moral considerations 
towards all non-human beings. In this documentary,the viewer is shown a warehouse in Denver. 
In this warehouse are hundreds of non-human beings that have been twisted into taxidermy. The 
viewer is then taken to the Chauvet caves in France where the first imagery of non-human begins 
are seen 10. These cave paintings portray non-human beings as not only something to be cautious 
of but to an extent respected.   
  
 
10 ‘The Chauvet Caves’, (2018), Paintings of Horses, Rhinos and other Non-human beings’, published by 
Google Images, accessed on the 20/09/2018 by Esther Garrett, URL: 
https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=Chavet+caves&FORM=QBIR.  
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In this modern cave the story is different. This demonstrates how our relationship to the 
natural world and non-human beings has since changed. What humans once saw as predators or 
valued is worth more dead than alive. This documentary finishes by stating that nature is not on 
our path, but if we learn to live with nature then we can become human once more. 11 
The main point that I want to show with these readings is that by having a definition of 
what is a non-human being, our moral duties towards them, the suffering they go through, their 
fundemetal interconnection to humanity, these readings can be seen to advance the knowledge of 
the importance to understand the nautral world and non-human beings.  
 
 
11 Bertrand. Y, Pitiot. M, (2015), ‘Terra’ produced by CALT Productions and HOPE Productions, 1 hour and 
38 minutes. 
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The third theme of my research is centred on the ideas of Ray Oldenburg 12 I then bring 
in ideas by Philip Tabb 13 which looks into the idea of sustainable Urbanism from a biophilic 
perspective. Tied in with this idea are the sustainable Development Goals of Education and 
Climate Action which will help to solidify the link between my research and peace studies.  
Oldenburg states that there are three places in which human beings separate their time. 
The first is their home and the second is their work environment. A third place is a place where 
all human beings, regardless of their place in society are treated equally. The aspect of the third 
place that I want to emphasis is the sense of community between all members that are situated in 
the third place.   
An idea that I want to bring in here is from the book by Tabb. The main point to bring out 
of this of this book, is that of ‘placeness’ 14. Tabb defines placeness as being connected with seeping 
into the built world and carrying with it a feeling of soullessness 17. Tabb connects this with places 
that have fallen into disrepair or spaces that are absent of living beings.   
 
The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) were created to lay the foundations for a 
more sustainable future. Each of these goals are designed to handle global issues faced by all and 
include but not limited to; gender equality, education and climate change. Each of these goals are 
put forward with the aim of being completed by 2030. The two goals that I have decided to focus 
on are number four and thirteen as they directly relate to my research 15. The way that these 
interconnect with my thesis is that I want to create a third space or place where the teaching on 




12 Oldenburg. R, (1989), ‘The Great Good Place’, published by Da Capo Press, chapters 1-4, pages 10-82.  
13 Tabb. P, (2018), ‘Serene Urbanism: A biophilic Theory and Practice of Sustainable Placemaking’, published 
by Routledge, chapters 1-6, pages 15-110.  
14 Tabb. P, (2018), page 5.  
15 ‘Quality Education’ is the first SDG that I am interconnecting with my research. This is the fourth goal 
that is connected to the idea that quality education is the foundation for a sustainable future. The last goal 
that I am focusing on is number thirteen entitled ‘Climate Action’. This goal aims to tackle climate change on 
a global scale from combating carbon emissions to sustainable food sourcing.     
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My fourth theme is looking into policies of the United Kingdom. I chose to focus on how 
Wales plans to educate future generations about climate change education. Wales is looking into 
how to safeguard a local environment that fosters the global perspective. There are seven well-
being goals within this law 16. I think this new law works very strongly in promoting climate 
change education.   
Having considered the pieces of literature that connect with each of my research themes, 
I feel that each piece has its own strength within my research. From the emotions that arise from 
the documentary in Terra to the ‘well-being act’, it will be interesting to discover how much of an 
impact this has had on the future generations and how their local actions will aid the future 
generations to think of their global consequences.  
Now that I have concluded the key themes from my literature, I move onto the theory of 
my research. Included in this next section is the theoretical underpinnings that include my 
hypothesis and my own theoretical model that is based off the four themes from my literature 
review. 
 
16 The Welsh Government, (2015), ‘Well-Being and Future Generations Act’, published by the Welsh 
Government, pages 1-55. There are seven goals that focus on ending poverty, ensuring job prospects, 
ensuring resiliency towards flooding, access to local health care, equality for all, cohesiveness in local 
communities, promoting Welsh culture and ensuring that Wales becomes globally responsible from their local 
standpoint in caring for the world.   
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3: Theory    
 
The aim of this section is to take what I have learnt from the key literature discussed in 
the previous chapter and to create my own theory that is going to underpin my research. I agree 
with the ideas presented by Wilson and Marx in my first theme. There is an inherent relief that 
human beings experience when returning to nature. This shows that desire to reconnect with our 
roots and to continue to seek a balance between nature and humanity.  
 
Regarding my second theme, the only reading I do not agree with is by Kant. I disagree 
with Kant’s perspective because it depends how this argument is being dissected. If we follow the 
line of ideas concerning Christianity and Creationism, of the belief that the Earth, non-human 
beings and humanity were created by a divine being; ‘God’, then surly as God’s creation, non-
human beings should be more protected. I agree wholeheartedly with Dion’s paper where he speaks 
on the definition of animals and the natural world as ‘non-human beings’ who exist in their own 
right.  
 
My third theme looks into the idea of ‘Third Places’ presented by Oldenburg and Tabb 
(2018). The generalisations presented in this reading are centred on the community setting where 
everyone is welcome and equal. I agree with this reading in that a community setting should act 
as a basis for communication.   
 
My final theme looks into the attitudes of the public of the United Kingdom regarding 
their beliefs on climate change. I was surprised by the generalisations which were lower than I 
would have anticipated regarding the need to take action. Now that I have concluded on the 
generalisations of the readings, I will move forward with my own theories presented below.  
 
My theory and hypothesis are that biophilic peace with the focus on non-human beings 
and their own inherent value, can aid in the advancement of a knowledge towards the Sustainable 
Development Goals through third places that emphasise the ideas of a community in order to raise 
awareness of the climate emergency. Figure one as seen below: ‘Advancements Towards Biophilic 
Peace’, lays out how the independent variables and dependant variables interact with each other. 
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 Now having a theoretical standpoint which supports my thesis, I turn to the methodology 
that will allow me to recruit participants to take part in my research. Within this methodology, I 
will discuss the ethical considerations, the recruitment process and the type of research that I will 
carry out.   
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4: Methodology   
 
In the previous chapter, I worked on detailing the theory that is going to uphold my 
research question; including my hypothesis. I now look to the methods that I employed to be able 
to test my research question, the reasoning behind the use of my case study and the ethics 
concerning recruiting participants for my research.  
The case study that I decided to base my research on was the United Kingdom. I chose 
the United Kingdom because it was the first country to go through the agricultural revolution then 
paving the way for the industrial revolution. 17In the 1800’s Britain was the first country to extract 
and process natural resources. Throughout the 1800’s until today the use of fossil fuels is still being 
burned which has leading to the unbalance between humanity and the environment. One of the 
most devastating effects of climate change is the burning of fossil fuels that has led to high levels 
of air pollution. Just in January 2018, within one month of the new year beginning, London had 
reached the legal limit of air pollution for the year in just one month 18.  
 
The U.K is a developed country which means that the technological advancements are 
ahead of less developed countries. The U.K has not only the technological capacity but a moral 
obligation to do more than what is currently being done to slow down the effects of the climate 
emergency 22. In the most recent environment bill 19 in all of the 244 pages, regarding air pollution 
that hangs over the UK, there is no sight of how to tackle this problem. It is good to have a thought-
out environmental bill, but there needs to be a practical implementation.   
When it came to gather the data, I decided to use the Mixed Methods approach only during 
the data collection phase. I used a combination of a singular case study and four surveys 
(interviews); both are qualitative methods.   
  
 
17 Matthew. W, (2009), ‘The Industrial Revolution’, published by The British Library, URL: 
https://www.bl.uk/georgian-british/articles/the-industrial-revolution, accessed on the 10/12/2019  
18 Carrington. D, (2018), ‘London Reaches Legal Air Pollution Limit in Just One Month into the New Year’, 
published by the Guardian, URL: https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2018/jan/30/london-reaches-legal-
air-pollution-limit-just-one-month-into-the-new-year, accessed on the 26/12/2019. 
19 The British Parliament, (2019), ‘Environmental bill’, published by the British Parliament, 244 pages. 
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In order to conduct my research, I had to submit an IRB with several additional forms in 
order to get consent from the university where I conducted my research 24. Included within the 
IRB was the type of research that I conducted, a list of my participants, why I decided to contact 
them, the interview questions that I wanted them to respond to and a form which detailed what I 
would do with the data once collected.   
To conclude from my methods chapter, I have reiterated my research question parallel to 
how I carried out my research through the use of qualitative methods, the fulfilment of the ethical 
standards required to allow me to carry out my research. In the next section, where I will analyse 
the data that I collected discussed within the methodology, I now present a summary of the 
answers of each of the four participants from the questionnaire that I outlined.   
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5: Patterns in the Data   
Now that I have summarised the interviews, it is time to analyse the data and analyse 
the findings. Throughout each of my interviews, I identified four key patterns listed below:   
 
Patterns identified in my 
data:  
  Summary:  
1.  
The need to incorporate 
sustainable education 
and climate change 
awareness 
 This as the first pattern that I anticipated to come up. Incorporating 
a national education that includes covering sustainability and 
combating climate change from an individual perspective is lacking in 
the U.K currently.   
2.  
Perceptions of climate 
change  
This was the second pattern to emerge from my data. What is included 
within this is a lack of political awareness on climate change, a lack of 
discussion on the SDGs on a national level and a minimalization of the 
effects of climate change.    
3.  
Disconnects of nature  
This is the third pattern to emerge in my data. What is included within 
here is the ways in which human beings have disconnected with 
nature such as through the growing populous and the need for self-
gratification from services offered by society.    
4.  
Psychological impacts 
from withdrawing from 
nature   
This was the last pattern that is evident in my data. What is shown 
from a lack of interaction with the natural world is some level of 
suffering psychologically due to regressing from nature.   
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The first pattern is connected to the need for incorporating sustainable education and 
climate change awareness into the national curriculum. The data suggested that if this is free of 
charge then it could be effective. One way this space could work is not through ‘teaching’ but 
‘showing’ through demonstrating techniques for allowing community engagement to have an active 
role in cultivating a sustainable culture. It takes time for changes to settle into the system but if 
done subtly it can be easier to accomplish. The data showed that as a nation, people had become 
immune to climate change as it is not directly outside our front door. The news has made people 
desensitised to reports on climate change.   
 
The second pattern is concerning the attitudes of climate change. The collected data 
showed discussions on climate change have been taking place for more than 30 years. Initially 
there was a humanistic call to slow down climate change. As time has gone by, people view this as 
old news and a faraway problem. Because world leaders refuse to acknowledge the impacts of 
climate change, it has been harder to unite populations against climate change. A second point 
picked up in the data was centred around having positive education, more sustainable policies and 
accepting climate change is happening on a national level. Included within having more 
sustainable policies was the need for shifting the disposable consumer model. This includes fast 
fashion and products with a short lifecycle to a model that uses products designed to last. This 
interlinks with the idea that human beings have lost the ability to ‘mend and make do’. Instead of 
recreating value of an old product, people now rely on buying new. This has led to a disconnection 
from people with the materials and their impact on the land.   
 
The third pattern is related to how human beings have disconnected with nature. One of 
the ideas drawn from the data was how within the last one hundred years, the populations of 
human beings have increased exponentially. So much so that they have negatively intersected 
with the natural world. One of the ways this happens is through having too many choices. We no 
longer need to experience the world first-hand because we have become more materialistic.   
 
The fourth pattern that emerged from my data is related to the intrinsic value of non-
human beings and how humanity has disconnected from nature. One such example was that of 
over population, lack of rearing animals and an irrational fear has led to this disconnection from 
nature. The collected data also linked the rapid development of transportation and technology as 
a secondary way that humanity has disconnected from their environment.   
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6: My Theory and Patterns from the Interviews   
 
The first pattern that is evident from the data is the lack of discussion of the Sustainable 
Development Goals. This signals a lack of discussion on a national level among professions 
regarding the SDG’s. As well as this, there was no mention of the Agenda for Sustainable 
Development in 2030 or how and if it would be implemented into the country. The language that 
was used clarifies that sustainability is not being introduced on a community level. However, while 
not spoken about explicitly, the idea of being more sustainable in a local context was evident. This 
suggests an awareness on an individual level that the local way of life needs to become more 
environmentally friendly to combat climate change.   
       
The second theme of concerning the need for a national sustainable school curriculum was 
higher than anticipated. The need to include sustainable education within national schools was 
widely considered. The collected data came from participants working in the educational sector 
which makes sense that this was a topic that came up within the data. 
 
The third pattern that could be analysed is concerning the level of awareness of the need 
to take action towards climate change. The one variable to consider is how to measure what form 
this could take. The data recorded led to different ideas on this matter being considered. One such 
idea was the reintroduction of ‘mend and make do’, to recycle your old items into something new 
instead of buying unsustainable products that can damage both the local and global environment.    
 
The fourth pattern that was evident was the psychological impact of withdrawing from 
the natural world. The data noted that the idea of a loss of contact with nature resulted in 
psychological impacts on humanity. One participant mentioned the feelings they experience when 
they reintegrate with the natural world in some way after being away from it. The sense of 
calmness and comfort given to them from this natural setting was reassuring. This points to a 
psychological connection between humanity and nature. This verifies the hypothesis within this 
research. In order to advance the Sustainable Development Goals through Biophilic peace (D.V), 
there needs to be a perception of climate change that can shift depending on the three other 
variables (I.V) that interlink with each other.   
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7: How can my analysis add to the current discussions?   
  
What my analysis adds to the discussion is the need for either a sustainable national 
curriculum that is implemented at an early age in local nurseries to encourage local sustainability 
or a space where this can be made accessible to all members of the public. In the U.K it is clear 
that there needs to be some form of education concerning sustainability that needs to be taught to 
the future generations in order to create a better awareness of this global issue.   
 
Going back to a lack of reference to the SDGs from my participants, this means that there 
is a space for my research to exist and develop. The current ECO centre in my hometown, that has 
been reconstructed, serves as a prime example of the need for my research. What this centre 
teaches on is how to be more sustainable from a local standpoint. After looking at this analysis, I 
redrew my theoretical diagram to incorporate a fourth independent variable, ‘Psychological 
regression as a of lack nature’. I decided to include a new variable because this was a pattern that 
I was not expecting to arise from my research. The psychological implications as a lack of being in 
nature can impact the other three variables. The reason why I have included this variable as 
opposed to other potential variables is because a lack of being present within the natural world 
can lead to negative psychological problems. For instance, if there is a lack of fufillment of the 
SDGs through Biophilic Peace, then this will affect each of the four variables which would then 
impact the other independent variables leading to a psychological regression due to a lack of nature 
being present in the community.    
What my research gets right is essentially reflected in my theory where the main 
dependant variable is influenced and can only be successful if the independent variables are met 
and are all stable. If one of these variables is inconsistent as evident in my data, then the fulfilment 
of the SDGs through biophilic peace is not possible. If you take for example my third I.V. where 
the perceptions of climate change in the U.K are shifting in a negative direction, then it will be 
unable to have a positive impact on the other I. D.’s such as the impact of advancing the knowledge 
of the intrinsic value of non-human beings. This would lead to a lack of fulfilment of the SDGs. 
Below is my diagram entitled ‘Figure two: The Edifice of Biophilic Peace’.      
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Now that I have summarised the interviews, analysed the data and created four main 
patterns of data and sub-themes, it is time to conclude on the findings of my research in my 
conclusion.   
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8: Conclusion  
 
My research question is ‘How can third places that teach on biophilic peace with a specific 
focus on non-human beings, advance a working knowledge towards the Sustainable Development 
Goals number 4 and 13?’. Included in my methodology is the use of qualitative studies which 
involved my case study of the U.K and four interviewees also from the U.K. The results of my 
interviews from my data analysis concluded with four main patterns and two sub themes. What 
these six patterns revealed is that the data collected matched with my expectations regarding the 
results. The first four primary patterns that I analysed were the need to incorporate sustainable 
education and climate change awareness into the national education system. The second pattern 
involves the shifting perceptions of climate change within the U.K. The third pattern is concerning 
the disconnects of nature while the fourth pattern is the psychological impacts that happen as a 
result of withdrawing from nature. What my research can add to the current discussion is the need 
for more open discussions regarding the Sustainable Development Goals as there is a lack of 
conversation taking place that is related to creating a sustainable future. This is evident in the 
lacking vocabulary regarding the answers from my interview questions and the fact that each of 
my participants spoke of the need to incorporate a national sustainable school curriculum that can 
be easily accessed. How this research thesis is related to peace is that both the local governments 
and national governments of the U.K are not pushing hard enough for the future of tomorrow that 
belongs to every being. Within the U.K. there needs to be a clear agenda for informing the general 
public about global changes to the planet as a result of human activity. This is not happening as 
evident from my interviews from the lack of language to a lack of implementation of accessible 
education.         
The first recommendation that I would make is to firstly include more policies and 
legislations within the United Kingdom. The use of single plastic will be banned from April 2020. 
While this is progress, there is more that needs to be done to incorporate sustainability into the 
U.K. Many members of the general public are ready to make changes towards becoming 
responsible. There is already a growing awareness that more actions are needed than simply 
holding discussions. But the local governments are not focused upon this. The second 
recommendation that I would like to make is to incorporate a national curriculum that 
encompasses the SDGs. Through having an accessible education system for all that teaches on the 
local impacts of our lifestyles, the need to incorporate the SDGs into every area of our society could 
help in reaching the 2030 Agenda for sustainable development. The final recommendation that I 
創価大学大学院紀要・第 42 集・2021 年 3 月 
－ 500 － 
would like to make is the inclusion for more public third places where humanity can reconnect 
freely and without cost within the natural world. Many local residents do not have access to 
greenspaces which can result in an increase of psychological distress and can impact on the 
perceptions of climate change. By welcoming greenspaces into the public space, it can encourage 
residents to become more engaged within their local community and to not be idle but to become 
their own ambassadors within their local area and bring them to a more sustainable relationship 
with nature.      
 
~Thank you~ 
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